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Art among the leaves:
student-artists take over Pembroke Campus

BY ALLISSA WICKHAM
Sy Waima

While hurrying 1o class st Smith-Buonanno or grabblng
lunch at the Gate, students may have noticed that the trees
on Pembroke Campus are sporting more than fall foliage.
Alarge paper-mache squiceel clings 1o one toee, while oth-
ars are coverad in red yarn or pleces of bucnt umbrellas,

The installations ane part of » student-coondinabed ex-
hibition called “A Week and a Halft Installations in Brown
Tiwes,” which officlally closes today. Orgonized by (lve
simall groups of visual arts and am semiotes concentra-
tors, the show features the work of 15 students wha ave
striving to reshape the way students think about nature
and ar,

“We were really after 4 way Lo give viewees a chanco to
ook ac am differenthe” said Beth Enleckin ‘07, one of the
event's organizers,

Enterkin, who wove 3 web — or “dreain-catcher™ — ol
hemp and foathers lnto the branehes of one tree, sakd (he
idea for the show arose during aweekly forum beld by Oie
visual arts department. Led by Visiting Lectuner In Visual
Arts Jay-Gould Stuckey '90, the Friday meetings ame ile-
sigmid 1o help students tansition into the an world be-
yond Hrowen,

“A growup show shows that you bave drive, tat you cen
jump through administrative hoops,” said Stuckey, whose
mectings focus on applying to graduate school, approach-
irig gallerres and arranging porifolios.

Huckey said he himself felt unprepared for the business
aspect of working as an artist alter be lelt te University.

“1 dida't even know where to begin,” said Stckey, who
belioves the siudents” experience aranging the avit will
hidp them slgnificanthy as artists after praduation.

Organizor Jessica Tavlor *07 said this is hey fizst installa-
tiom show, though she has exhibited paintings. Her piece,
“Day Glo/Night Glow,* featuies branches wrapped in
birkghtly colored and glow-in-the-dirk tape, evoking the
cycle of day wnd night.

Taylor said the organizers have mes once or twice a
week slnoe lute September 1o plan the exhibic. Thede du-
ties intluded securing permission o use the space, talk-
Irg withy sdiministrators wnd encouraging other siudonis
to take pant {1 the shime:,

Thelr “eal] for arists” resulted in o number of unigue
Installations. One tres, designed by Sarah Hotehklss
‘07, features laminated cutouts of paper anbmals, n-
cluding a lohster, 8 moose and an elephant. On a sign
ittached to a nearby lamppost, Hotchkisss descrip-
tlom ronds: *Elephunts don't beleng in troes, You should
know that.”

Anathir organizer, Bevan Welssiin 06, wrote that his
painting of 2 tre swing hanging fiom a tree 15 a “efecence
toan object and ita representation, wheve the reprosenta-
tion is placed in the same context as the original.” Weijss-
man also created “Hoten,” which originally fesured dog-
ens of apples danpling from & tree outside of Snch-Bn-
ooanno Hall

The piece’s apples have disappoared since the Mo
10 opening. Organizer Elizaboth Echeverrin 07 sald that
while weather may have destroyed some of the pleces, she
suspects students may have damaged them as wall.

“0me kid netually it inte a varmished apple ducing the
opening.” she said,

Echeverrias own piece Teatured jawbreakers strung
from one of the ree's branches, The idea was for raln and
tew o erode the candies; causing them to change color
over the exbibits 10-day run, While the corroding jaw-
hreskers were meant toevole a sense of temporality, Ech-
pverTin's plece was shorter Rveed than she bisd planned,

“Basically, they'te completely gone,” she said. *1 sus-
pect thiat sume colloge students just stole tham."
© Allof the partivipating studonts provided brief descrip-
tions af their art. While some students gaee theoretleal og-
[Mamatlons for their work, sthers described their pioces in
A simpler fashion,
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Tree art

covetirsseed from poge 3

Adex Maolkin (08 weote Uit be
“just thought 1 would be voul
muake a birds nest out of & 2 by 4
And then piace It ina cube con
strugied of plywood, Amd then
Pt il im s tree” High winds Dlew
Mulkin's piece w the middle of
Pembroke Groen — snothaer ex
amye of Lamage inflicved wpon
the installntions

Though the orgaiers ex-
pressed gravitude for Siockevs
leclp with the project, he insisis
that be was merely o guiding
Force for * Browem Troes”

“Thev deserve all the crodin,
they mads it happen,” be said,
“Hut thats the beauty of Hrown
students — thoere’s always & cer
wain Jevel of maoliviation,”



